
Funding & Fundraising Policy, June 2021

This policy document sets out Woodcraft Folk’s position on fundraising practice and
documents the standards expected in raising funds.

This policy includes:

1. Introduction
2. Responsibilities
3. Woodcraft Folk income
4. Fundraising principles
5. Code of Fundraising Practice
6. Ethical fundraising
7. Fundraising by Woodcraft Folk branches
8. Project fundraising
9. Individual donors
10. Complaints

1. Introduction

Woodcraft Folk is committed that all fundraising activities are undertaken in an ethical
manner.

This policy applies to Trustees, staff and volunteers whether fundraising for local, national or
international activity on behalf of Woodcraft Folk.

2. Responsibilities

Woodcraft Folk Trustees are responsible for the implementation and review of this policy.

All Trustees, casual, permanent and contract staff and volunteers are responsible for
adhering to this policy.

3. Woodcraft Folk income

Woodcraft Folk benefits from a wide range of income to support its activities:

● Individual subs and event fees received by branches
● Income from centre bookings, events and Folk Supply
● Individual donations, Friends of the Folk, legacies and Gift Aid
● Group registration, affiliation and membership fees
● Grants and donations from Foundations, Trusts and Co-operative Societies

This policy continues to support all of these income sources and should be informed by
Woodcraft Folk’s Finance & Fundraising Strategy 2021-2025.

4. Fundraising principles



Woodcraft Folk’s guiding fundraising principles include:

● Fundraising activities carried out by Woodcraft Folk will comply with all relevant
laws.

● Any communications to the public made in the course of carrying out a fundraising
activity shall be truthful and non-deceptive.

● All monies raised via fundraising activities will be for the stated purpose of the
appeal and will comply with Woodcraft Folk’s stated mission and purpose.

● All personal information collected by Woodcraft Folk is confidential and is not for sale
or to be given away or disclosed to any third party without consent. Please see our
Privacy Statement for more details.

● Nobody directly or indirectly employed by or volunteering for Woodcraft Folk shall
accept commissions, bonuses or payments for fundraising activities on behalf of the
organisation.

● No general solicitations shall be undertaken by telephone or door-to-door.
● Fundraising activities should not be undertaken if they may be detrimental to the

good reputation or community standing of Woodcraft Folk.

5. Code of Fundraising Practice

Woodcraft Folk registers annually with the Fundraising Regulator and is committed to the
Code of Fundraising Practice.

The code aims to:

● Promote a consistent, high standard of fundraising;
● Make sure charitable institutions, their governing bodies and fundraisers know what

is expected of them;
● Set out the standards we use when considering complaints;
● Provide a benchmark for organisations and fundraisers to assess their practices

against so they can identify necessary training and monitor and set policy priorities
for their fundraising; and

● Develop a culture of honesty, openness and respect between fundraisers and the
public.

The following four values support all standards in the code.

1. Legal: All fundraising must meet the requirements of the law.
2. Open: Fundraisers must be open with the public about their processes and must be

willing to explain (where appropriate) if they are asked for more information.
3. Honest: Fundraisers must act with integrity and must not mislead the public about

the cause they are fundraising for or the way a donation will be used.
4. Respectful: Fundraisers must demonstrate respect whenever they have contact with

any member of the public.

A full copy of the code is available here.

http://www.woodcraft.org.uk/privacy
https://www.fundraisingregulator.org.uk/code


6. Ethical fundraising

Financial contributions will only be accepted from companies, organisations and individuals
the Trustees considers ethical.

Companies and organisations specifically excluded from making financial contributions to
Woodcraft Folk include arms trade, fossil fuels and anything which is not in keeping with our
educational aims and principles.

For more information see Woodcraft Folk’s Ethical Policy for Purchasing, Investment and
Fundraising/Sponsorship.

7. Fundraising by Woodcraft Folk branches

All Woodcraft Folk branches are encouraged to raise funds to meet their running costs and
to reduce any financial barriers to participation in their activities. Local branches will often:

● Undertake bag packing and other sponsored activities
● Organise fundraising events or take part in local community fairs
● Apply to local Trusts and Foundations, Awards for All, Coop Good Causes and other

such community focused funders

All funding, whether restricted or unrestricted, should be reported as part of the usual
financial reporting systems.

If a branch is seeking funding for any of the following they require approval from the
Trustees before any application is submitted:

1. A national or regional funder that may restrict applications by other branches
2. Grants in excess of £25,000
3. Employment of staff
4. Management of a contractor
5. Lease or purchase of property

Contact funding@woodcraft.org.uk for support.

Regular fundraising newsletters are produced to support local fundraising, to sign up contact
fundraiser@woodcraft.org.uk

Visit www.woodcraft.org.uk/funding for further information and guidance on fundraising.

8. Individual donors

Woodcraft Folk welcomes donations from individuals, regular or one off contributions. Most
individual donations will support the charitable activities of Woodcraft Folk and will not be
restricted to a specific purpose unless they were given in response to a particular appeal.

https://woodcraft.org.uk/resources/ethical-policy-purchasing-investment-and-fundraisingsponsorship
https://woodcraft.org.uk/resources/ethical-policy-purchasing-investment-and-fundraisingsponsorship
mailto:funding@woodcraft.org.uk
mailto:fundraiser@woodcraft.org.uk
http://www.woodcraft.org.uk/funding


Woodcraft Folk follows the Institute of Fundraising guidance around Treating Donors Fairly
and has a Vulnerable Donors Policy to inform how we manage significant contributions.

To make a donation please visit www.woodcraft.org.uk/donate or become a Friend of the
Folk.

Where possible Woodcraft Folk claims Gift Aid for all individual donations made by UK
Taxpayers. For more information about Gift Aid and Woodcraft Folk please visit here.

Woodcraft Folk also welcomes gifts in memoriam of legacy giving. For more information on
legacy giving please visit here.

9. Complaints

Please see our Complaints Procedures if you have any concerns with any aspect of
Woodcraft Folk’s fundraising.

Policy drafted by
Debs McCahon
Chief Executive Officer

This policy replaces the previous Funding Policy (2015).
To be reviewed June 2024

https://ciof.org.uk/events-and-training/resources/treating-donors-fairly
https://woodcraft.org.uk/sites/default/files/Vulnerable%20Supporters%20Policy%202019.pdf
http://www.woodcraft.org.uk/donate
https://woodcraft.org.uk//friends
https://woodcraft.org.uk//friends
https://woodcraft.org.uk/resources/gift-aid-guidance-district-treasurers
https://woodcraft.org.uk/leaving-legacy-woodcraft-folk
https://woodcraft.org.uk/resources/complaints-disciplinary-and-appeals-policy-and-procedure

